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no scandal or ill example is given; and our neighbour, it
may be, provoked by us, happeneth privately to drop a rash
or indiscreet word, which in strictness of law might bring
him under trouble, perhaps to his utter undoing; there we
are obliged, we ought, to proceed no further than warning
and reproof.

In describing to you the several kinds of false witnesses,
I have made it less necessary to dwell much longer upon
this head; because a faithful witness like everything else is
known by his contrary: Therefore it would be only a
repetition of what I have already said to tell you, that the
strictest truth is required in a witness; that he should be
wholly free from malice against the person he accuses ; that
he should not aggravate the smallest circumstance against
the criminal, nor conceal the smallest in his favour; and to
crown all, though I have hinted it before, that the only
cause or motive of his undertaking an office, so subject to
censure, and so difficult to perform, should be the safety
and service of his prince and country.

Under'these conditions and limitations (but not other-
wise,) there is no manner of doubt but a good man may
lawfully and justly become a witness in behalf of the public,
and may perform that office (in its own nature not very
desirable) with honour and integrity. For the command in
the text is positive as well as negative; that is to say, as we
are directed not to bear false witness against our neighbour,
so we are to bear true. Next to the word of God, and the
advice of teachers, every man's conscience, strictly exam-
ined, will be his best director in this weighty point; and to
that I shall leave him.

It might perhaps be thought proper to have added some-
thing by way of advice to those who are unhappily engaged
in this abominable trade and sin of bearing false witness;
but I am far from believing or supposing any of that
destructive tribe are now my hearers. I look upon them
as a sort of people that seldom frequent these holy places,
where they can hardly pick up any materials to serve their
turn, unless they think it worth their while to misrepresent
or pervert the words of the preacher : And whoever is that
way disposed, I doubt, cannot be in a very good condition
to edify and reform himself by what he heareth, God in